
Lab: Why you really, really shouldn’t trust your computer speaker.

We know from project 1 that computer speakers perform badly at low frequencies, sometimes failing
to do much of anything below 500 Hz. But within the sweet spot of hearing, 1000 to 2000 Hz, say,
are things starting to get normal? On my computer at least, it’s impossible to believe anything at
all about the audio system, as measured from speaker to microphone.

In this project, you’ll measure the speaker-to-microphone gain of your laptop. but instead of looking
at a wide range of frequencies, we’re interested in a single octave, from 1000 to 2000, in steps of
100 Hz. The patch is somewhat complicated. You’ll make a sinusoid to play out the speaker (no
problem) but then you’ll want to find the level, in dB, of what your microphone picks up. Since it
will pick up a lot of other sound besides the sinusoid, you’ll need to bandpass filter the input signal
from the microphone to (at least approximately) isolate the sinusoid so you can measure it. Here’s
the block diagram I used:
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To use it, set the Q for both bandpass filters to 10. Set the frequency of the sinusoid, and the center
frequencies of both filters, to 1000. You should notice that the gain of the filter isn’t one - this is
why you have to monitor the signal you’re sending out the speaker through a matching filter, so
that you’re measuring the sinusoid’s strength the same way on the output as on the input.

Now choosing a reasonable output level, and pushing the input level all the way to 100 (unity
gain), verify that you’re really measuring the input level in its meter (by turning the output off
and on—you should see the level drop by at least about 20 dB when it’s off. If not, you might
have the filters set wrong, or perhaps Pd is mis-configured and looking for the wrong input.) Also,
don’t choose an output level so high it distorts the sinusoid - you should be able to hear if this is
happening. Most likely an output level from 70 to 80 will be best.

The gain is the difference between the input and output levels (quite possibly negative; that’s no
problem). Now find the gain (from output to input, via the speaker and microphone) for frequencies



1000, 1100, 1200, ..., 2000 (eleven values). For each value, be sure you’ve set all three frequencies
(the sinusoid and the two filters). Now graph the result, and if you’ve got less than 15 dB of
variation your computer audio system is better than mine.


